
Mommy, where do dances come from? 

Peter Durham 
(Trahaearn ap Ieuan) 

 

 

Arbeauôs Orchesography (1589) - Branle Double 

Facsimile of original 

 

Visit http://www.peterdur.com/kwds2007/proceedings/Survey-of-European-Dance-Sources.htm for more 
information about all these sources 



Translation by Mary Stuart Evans with notes by Julia Sutton 







Playfordôs English Dancing Master (1651) - Gathering Peascods 

Facsimile of original 
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Burgundian Basses Danse manuscriptsðAlenchon 

The top illustration shows a page from the Brussels manuscript; the lower dance is Alenchon. The lower illus-
tration shows Toulouzeôs version of the same dance.  

 



Caroso, Negri, and ContemporariesðContentezza dôAmore 

Hereôs the description of the dance in Carosoôs Nobilta di Dame: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


